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Asian Feminine Identity in the Visual Poetry of Kalidasa
(Study on Sinhala translations)
Abstract

Mahakavi Kalidasa is celebrated as a creator who left an indelible mark on the
Sanskrit drama tradition. Many of his compositions, attributed to the period 473-472
AD, continue to be admired today, including Kumarasambhavaya, Ritusamhara, and
Meghaduta. Malavikagnimitra, Vikramorvasiya, and Abhijnana Shakuntala are
esteemed examples of Kalidasa's visual poetry. This study examines how Kalidasa's
visual poetry reflects Asian female characteristics. It aims to highlight the Asian
female identity traits apparent in Kalidasa's works. Kalidasa based his visual poems
on Hindu deities and ancient stories, endeavoring not to exploit the original works'
inspirations or the negative aspects of female characters found within them. He
intended to portray women as deserving of empathy. By vividly portraying various
stages of life and feminine nature, Kalidasa aimed to help the audience understand
the hardships of life's journey through a penetrating insight into womanhood. This
motivation is exemplified in his visual poems Malavikagnimitra, Vikramorvasiya,
and Abhijnana Shakuntala. Therefore, this study exclusively focuses on the female
characters in these visual poems, emphasizing Kalidasa's efforts to portray them in a
balanced manner, beyond mere depictions of female weaknesses. The primary
sources for this study include Sinhala translations of the visual poems
Malavikagnimitra, Vikramorvasiya, and Abhijnana Shakuntala. Secondary sources
encompass Kalidasa's original visual poems and various research articles and theses
discussing femininity. Ultimately, it becomes evident that the Asian female identity
characteristics in Kalidasa's visual poetry resonate with audiences, facilitating a self-
identification with Kalidasa's portrayal of femininity. It can be concluded that female
attributes such as resilience, tolerance, motherhood, and loyalty subtly manifest in the

characters of Kalidasa's visual poems.

Keywords - Abhijnana Shakuntala, Asiatic, Kalidasa, Malavikagnimitra, Visual

Poetries, Vikramorvasiya, Womanhood
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